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Preface

The richness and vibrance of the Samskrit language is a fact acknowledged
by scholars and intellectuals across the world. Over millennia, Samskrit has been the
principal vehicle of the knowledge traditions and practices of Bharat, or India. This
continuum of the language not only helped create innumerable branches of knowledge,
but also resulted in an unmatched corpus of classical texts in every conceivable domain of
human endeavor, thus laying the very foundations for the development and spectacular
rise of the Bharatiya civilization.

However, in recent centuries, Samskrit became tagged as just a ‘religious
language’, an impression that remains in the minds of many people throughout the
world even to this day. This situation is due to several reasons: (%) while our day-to-
day affais were in our individual ‘mother tongue’, Samskrit remained restricted to the
conduct of our religious ceremonies and programs; (2) over the last two centuries or so,
there were concerted efforts to alienate Samskrit from our mainstream education; and
(3) for a long time, there has been a deliberate campaign of disinformation regarding
Samskrit, either because of ignorance or because of ulterior motives.

The truth is simple: Samskrit is the unparalled medium, the original language
that has articulated all knowledge and wisdom in our region since eternity. The
language of science and medicine has been Samskrit. The language of literature has been
Samskrit. The language of philosophy and religion has been Samskrit. The language of
the arts and music has been Samskrit. It is no wonder that mankind’s first astronomical
observations were recorded in Samskrit. Again, Samskrit is the only language that truly
reveals the secrets of Yoga or Ayurveda.

Yet, we are confronted today with a peculiar situation. While there are countless
works in Samskrit on a wide range of subjects, innumerable original works still
remain unpublished. To make matters worse, even the published Samskrit literature
is seen and studied only through the lens of religion. In order to bridge the disconnect
between Samskrit and modern times, the need of the hour is the editing and publishing
of ancient Samskrit texts, knowledge retrieval and dissemination, and research and
re-interpretation. All this in Samskrit itself --- not in translation, as the essence can
easily be lost, The;;chgllenges~for Bharat are major, but shouldering the responsibilites

o i ~fu’ﬁ”mg’ but also offer our younger generation bright career
reat future in Samskrit studies.




Today, adult beginners of Samskrit are learning the language for
Ot l/ ’

s e.g., to access the original texts on Yoga, Ayurveda, Vedantq, 4 wel

Pllrpif;opacitOI’f‘" of wisdom such as the Arthashastra, the Vedas, the Upa
cternal repos >

the Bhagavad-Gita. The vocabulary, verbal repertoire, syntax, semantics, ¢y,
1€ : |
discipline differ from one to the other.
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With such specific requirements, many modern-day learners fing that
conventional language-centered approach is a roundabout route to accessing the;,
information needs. This new Samskrit for Specific Purpose (SSP) series is Uniquely
tailored for them, offering a more focused methodology. Unlike the traditionally
available Samskrit learning materials or courses, this SSP series is uniquely designed

to facilitate the study of the target language through the target subject, and the study of
the target subject through the target language.

The SSP series can be useful for all irrespective of age groups and occupations
Jor both self-learning and classroom teaching. The SSP series course books herald a
new era in Samskrit learning/education, and are supplemented with audio, video and
e-learning modules. The approach of ‘Samskrit through Samskrit’ is extremely crucial
You can, and will, easily learn Samskrit directly, without the crutch of, say, English.
Thus, in the broader context, Samskrit through Samskrit (STS) and Samskrit for Specific
Purpose (SSP) will together provide a highly effective learning platform for even first-

time learners.

In conclusion, a brief word of advice: although learners may feel, at the ou{sef,
that their intention to learn Samskrit is only to read and understand the target 51@"“’
they must keep in mind that sound/speech (listening and speaking) is the prime’)

medium of a language. The practice of listening and speaking should precede the practict
of the reading and writing,.
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to make learning both interesting and meaningful, followed with graded lessons.m "
' ot only make learners function adequately in Samskrit, but will also €™

i . v )(iﬂ[
lly to read, comprehend and undertake studies in Samskrit in their P
3t a higher level.
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The SSP series is designed to introduce Samskrit through simple conversatl
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